CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 



1. A method for correcting an aspect ratio of each of a predetermined 
numb^t of images captured by an image capture device comprising the steps of : 

(a\ cropping each of the predetermined number of images to a 
predetermined shape; and 

(b) providing each of the predetermined number of images to a display 

buffer. 



2. The me^(od^claim 1 wherein the predetermined shape is a square. 

3. The method 6£ claim^further comprising the step of: 

(c) determiiUng a current flpage ofthe-^detgrafined number of images 
and the particular imag£ 

(d) retrieving theSjurreil( linage; 

(e) resizing the currenflfflage; 

(f) providing the current inrage to the display buffer; and 

(g) providing the display buffer to a display. 



4. The method of claim 3 whereift the predetermined number of images 



is four images. 
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5. The method of claim 4 further wherein the step of resizing the current 
(gl) reding apd-cropping the current image. 

6. The method o^laim 5 wherein the image capture device is a digital 
camera. 
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7. A method for correcting an aspect ratio of an image captured by an 
image\apture device comprising the steps of: 

(a)\ determining if the aspect ratio of the image matches a predetermined 
ratio; 

y / (b) decompressing the image if required; 

(c) cropping tne image if the aspect ratio does not match the 
predetermined aspect ratio; and 

(d) providing the imag^to a display. 

8. \ The method of claim 7 wherein the step of cropping the image further 
comprises th^step of: 

1) resizing the image. 

9. The method of claim 8 wherein the aspect ratio determining step (a) 
further comprises tha step of: 

(al) determining the aspect ratio of the image; and 
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(a2) determining if the aspect ratio of the image matches an aspect 
ratio of the display. 

10. \ The method of claim 9 wherein the image capture device is a digital 



camera. 




method of claim 10 wherein the display is an LCD screen. 



12. The method of claim 11 wherein the image is a screennail image. 



13. The method of claim 12 further comprising the step of: 

(e) updating the screennail image with a higher resolution image. 



14. The metlrod of claim 13 wherein the step of updating the screennail 
image further comprises! the steps of: 

(el) retrieving the higher resolution image; 

(e2) determining if the higher resolution image requires cropping; 
(e3) decompressing the higher resolution image; 
(e4) croppW the higher resolution image if the higher resolution 
image requires cropping; and 



(e5) providi 




g the higher resolution image to a display. 



5: A"system for correcting the aspect ratio 



jS^cagtured by an 



JAS736P/P126 



31 



t 




image capture unit comprising: 

mfeans for determining if the image requires cropping; 
means coupled to the determining means for decompressing the image if 
equired; 

means coupled to tfifes^ecompressing means for cropping the image if the 
image requires cropping; and 

means coupled to the cropping mfeans for providing the image to a display. 



18. The system of claim 15 wherein the decompressing means further 




compose: 



means for decompressing and resizing the image. 



le system of claim 16 wherein the determining means further 

comprise: 

mcbns for determining the aspect ratio of the image; and 
matching means coupled to the aspect ratio determining means for 
determining if the\aspect ratio of the image matches an aspect ratio of the display. 



18. The system of claim 17 wherein the display is an LCD screen. 



19. The system of claim 18 wherein the image capture device is a digital 



camera. 
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10. The system of claim 19 wherein the image is a screennail image. 
21. \ The system of claim 20 further comprising: 

meante for updating the screennail image with a higher resolution image. 



22. The system of claim 21 wherein the means for updating the screennail 
image further cqmprise: 

means forlretrieving the higher resolution image; 
means coupled to the higher resolution image retrieving means for 
determining if the higher resolution image requires cropping; 

means coupled to the higher resolution image determining means for 
decompressing the higher resolution image; 

means coupled^ to the higher resolution image decompressing means for 
cropping the higher resolution image if the higher resolution image requires 
cropping; and 

means coupled ti> the higher resolution image cropping means for providing 
the higher resolution inn age to a display. 

\ J 

23. A^ystem for correcting the aspect ratio of a predetermined number of 
images captured by a omtklj^iera^ffiflprismg: 

^ means for cropping eabi^of the predetermined number of images to a 
predetermined shap& and 

means coupled totfie^cropping meaS&for providing each of the 
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predetermined number of images to a display buffer. 



24. The system of claim 23 wherein the predetermined shape is a square. 



25.\ The system of claim 24 further comprising: 

meansvfor determining a current image of the predetermined number of 
images and the particular image; 

means coupled to the current image determining means for retrieving the 
current image; 

means coupled the current image determining means for resizing the 
current image; 

means coupled /to th^ cu^ent image resizing means /or providing the current 
image to the display b uffer; ahd 

means coupled \to the cur^e^t image providing means for providing the display 
buffer to a display. 





26. The system of claim 25 ful^her wherein the current image resizing 
means further comprise: 

means for resizing and cropping the current image. 

27. The system of claim 25 wherein the in^ge capture device is a digital 
camera. 
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